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284 to bring s.o. up (bring-brought-brought) – 
rear/raise s.o., take care of a child for years 
and prepare him/her for adult life

285 within reason – excluding extreme or 
unreasonable cases 

286 to cage sth. up – imprison sth., confine sth. 
287 hardly – barely, not really 
288 to boost – enhance, inflate 
289 ego – self-esteem, self-importance 
290 to show off (show-showed-shown) – be 

ostentatious
291 poisonous – venomous 
292 to look after – care for, take care of 
293 proper – appropriate, correct 
294 anthropomorphism – the attribution of 

human conduct to animals
295 to treat X as Y – relate to X as if it were Y
296 hence – therefore, for that reason 
297 to its full extent – completely 
298 for instance – for example 

299 liability – responsibility, 
risk  

300 enclosure – paddock, 
corral 

301 I’d much rather – I’d 
prefer much more 

302 grasshopper – 
303 to feed A to B (feed-fed-fed) – give B A as 

food, give A to B as food
304 prey – victim 

brought up284 around animals I think 
I’ve bene¥ ted a lot. I mean17, you live with 
life and death, you learn to love animals 
and they disappear, di¤ erent animals 
give you di¤ erent things. Obviously it’s 
diµ  cult to cuddle242 a lizard but their 
beauty just46 watching... I can watch 
a lizard for hours and hours. I think 
they’re the most fascinating creatures. 
Snakes201 are wonderful to have in your 
hands. I mean17, it’s a beautiful feeling 
having them going around your ¥ ngers, 
through your ¥ ngers around your arms. 
� e chameleon that we had was actually6 
a protected species. We inherited the 
chameleon from someone else. � e 
chameleon had babies, two of which went 
to the London Zoo. And so our pets also 
I like to think in some way contributed 
towards the preservation of species. I 
think every animal within reason285 can 
be a pet. Obviously some animals because 
of their size or their nature don’t make 
good pets and it would be very cruel to 
cage them up286 or put them in a small 
area, polar bears being an example. But 
I think anyone who loves and respects 
animals and knows how to care for them 
and has the means237 to do so can have 
pets. Obviously protected species have 
to be carefully monitored, but as we’re 

seeing more and more there are many 
protected species that hardly287 exist in 
the wild and only exist in zoos and private 
collections. I guess35 what I’m saying 
here is the big problem of pets aren’t the 
animals themselves but the owners and 
the reasons why certain owners have pets. 
Unfortunately, many people have pets to 
boost288 their own egos289, to show o� 290 
for fashion or whatever reason. Typically 
people have pit-bull terriers living in 
small ² ats in the centre of a city and of 
course those animals aren’t given enough 
exercise and become aggressive. People 
have poisonous291 snakes201 because they 
think it’s great to have a poisonous snake. 
But if they don’t have the knowledge to 
look a§ er292 them, if they don’t have the 
proper293 conditions, the proper cages240, 
then if those snakes then obviously it’s a 
public risk. People have big cats; they’re 
diµ  cult to look a³ er. And if someone 
has the means237 and the knowledge, 
then fantastic. But, again, the problem 
isn’t the animal, it’s the owner. � e most 
important thing here is the problem 
of anthropomorphism294 that people 
like to treat animals as295 humans and 
o³ en forget that animals are animals. 
If an animal is a carnivore, it’s always a 
carnivore and always will be and hence296 

has to be treated as such with 
respect – y’know33 – if necessary.
 Now that I’m older and I live 
in a small ² at in the city I don’t 
have any pets ’cos44 I haven’t got 
the means237, I haven’t got the 
place to have any animals. So, 
apart from the odd spider that 
comes into the ² at, I don’t have 
direct contact with animals. But 
I’ve also learnt that to appreciate 
an animal to its full extent297 you 
have to see that animal in its real 
natural environment, seeing that 
animal interact with all the other 
species around it. So, I think more 
and more I’m moving away from 
having animals in a false situation 
as a pet and I’m more and more 
interested in going out to the 
countryside or going to di¤ erent 
countries and seeing those 

animals in their natural environment.
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Although I consider myself an animal 
lover I think there are many more 
animals that I wouldn’t have as pets 
than those I would. I wouldn’t, for 
instance298, have any dangerous species 
as a pet. Animals are animals and are 
never 100% predictable, so while I 
might like to look at tigers, wolves or 
dangerous dogs – such as Rottweilers – 
it would be too much of a liability299 to 
actually6 have one in my home – or in an 
enclosure300 next to my home. I certainly 
would never have an endangered 
species as a pet. Exotic animals are 
quite fashionable at the moment but the 
traµ  cking of such species means that 
fewer and fewer exist and reproduce in 
the wild. I ¥ nd such animals fascinating 
but that doesn’t mean I have to possess 
one. I’d much rather301 know they exist 
in the wild somewhere and see them 
on documentaries than have one at 
home. I wouldn’t have a pet that had 
to eat live animals. When I see people 
feeding live grasshoppers302 to303 
reptiles or mice to snakes201 it seems to 
me very unfair256 because the prey304 
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305 pretty (adv.) – reasonably, quite 
306 fish tank – transparent glass rectangular 

receptacle for fish
307 palaver – fuss, (in this context) (those) complications 
308 caged – in a cage240

309 all in all – in conclusion 
310 plot of land – field 
311 donkey –

312 there’s – (sub-Standard English) there are 
313 jetty – artificial (usually wooden) structure 

perpendicular to the sea 
314 barely – hardly, not really 
315 swollen – (in this context) full of turbulent water 
316 just – recently 
317 a great deal – a lot 
318 to rush – (in this context) f low, move

319 to be used to – be accustomed to 
320 and whatnot – et cetera, etc. 
321 to hover over – (literally) be suspended in the 

air; (in this context) be overprotective
322 mess – chaotic situation 
323 to leave s.o. to his/her own devices (leave-

left-left) – let s.o. do what s/he wants to do 
without interfering 

obviously has absolutely no possibility 
of escape. Of course, some animals are 
carnivores but you’re not recreating a 
natural situation by putting a mouse 
into a tank with a snake201. Let’s see. 
I wouldn’t have ¥ sh because they are 
pretty305 high maintenance for not very 
much entertainment. People seem to 
spend a lot of time cleaning £ sh tanks306 
and ¥ lters and all that palaver307. I 
would never have a caged308 bird. I love 
watching birds ² y but a bird in a cage240 
seems very sad. All in all309 I think the 
best pets are the traditional ones: cats 
and dogs. You have to walk a dog several 
times a day if you don’t have a garden 
but otherwise it doesn’t require too 
much from you. A couple of cats, which 
can entertain each other, is probably 
an even better option if you don’t have 
a garden. I must say, however, if I had 
a plot of land310 I’d probably consider 
getting a donkey311. I had an art teacher 
once who owned a donkey and they are 
very good-natured creatures and really 
very cute232.  ●

18. Picture Description (2m06s)

Commentary: Look at the two 
pictures on p. 42 and listen to this 
description of them.
Examiner: Could you compare 
and contrast these two photos?
Examinee: Sure. In the ¥ rst photo 
there’s312 some children standing 
on the beach. � ere’s a large rock 
jetty313 behind them. � ey’re 
barely314 getting their feet wet 
in the water. � ere’s a... appears 
to be a sign on the jetty probably 
warning them not to climb on the 
rocks. It looks like they’re having 
a very controlled experience at the 
beach. In the photo... the second 
photo there are children sitting on 
rocks in a river. � e river is very 
swollen315; maybe it has just316 
rained a great deal317. � e water’s 
rushing318 rapidly. � e children 
are climbing in the water and 
sitting on the rocks in the middle 
of the river. It looks like they’re 

having a lot of fun. � ey have smiles on 
their faces. But I guess35 to me it looks a 
bit dangerous.
Examiner: Are children in the West 
overprotected these days?
Examinee: � at’s a very good question. 
I think probably they’re not used 
to319 physical activity because of the 
popularity of computer games and 
sur¥ ng the Internet and whatnot320. And 
there’s also this concept of helicopter 
parents in America and in Europe who 
are constantly hovering over321 their 
children worrying about them. Y’know33, 
part of that’s based on reality. � ere are a 
lot of problems or messes322 that children 
can get into. But if you look at the second 
photo you see that children can really 
have fun if they’re just39 le§  to their own 
devices323.  ●

19Key Words
 (1m38s)

Commentary: In the magazine the 
most diµ  cult words are printed in green 
phrases. � ese are grouped together here 
and on p. 42. Listen to them and then 
practise repeating the sentences. ●

Conversation Point: Which species of animals would you never keep as a pet?


