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see anyone behind me.
M: One potion is coming.
S: Give me a break319, mom. I’m trying to 
talk to the man.
M: I’m gonna42 smash320 this through the 
window.
S: He’s trying to sell me something here 
and I’m trying… and I need to explain 
what I need.
B: Saul, are you speaking to your mother 
right now?
M: ¥ is blue one looks ready.
S: Speaking? Speaking would be a good 
word. It’s more like being spoken to.
M: Ready? You watching me? I’m gonna42 
take this blue one, I’m gonna42 through it 
right through the window. One…
B: In other words you hear voices, is that 
it?
S: Voices, yeah.
M: Two… I’m throwing.
S: If only you could hear them you’d 
know exactly what I’m talking about.
B: Let me ask you something. 
S: Yeah.

M: I’m throwing.
B: Saul, are you looking for something for 
your mother or for yourself…
S: I’m looking for myself…
B: …to make these voices disappear? 
S: I want something for me to get rid of303 
my mother.
B: Uh huh.
M: Saul, how could you!
B: OK. 
S: I’m sorry mom, but that’s it!
M: You should be more respectful.
B: Saul, have you spoken to a doctor 
about the voices that you hear?
S: No, no doctor can help me.
M: Doctor, that’s a good idea.
S: It’s got nothing to do with321 a doctor.
M: You should speak to a doctor, Saul.
S: Yeah, right.
B: So, you came into a magic shop looking 
for313 something that could help you get 
rid of303 your mother’s voice inside your 
head, is that right?
S: I need something to get rid of303 my 
mother’s spirit.

M: You should listen to your mother. Get 
rid of303 me!
B: OK, now, is your mother…
S: So, you must have something like that. 
You do that all the time, no, séances322 
and stu� 57 like that?
B: Of course, we’re the most famous shop 
in town for that.
S: Yeah, well…
B: Let me just87 ask you something. Has 
your mother moved on323?
M: You’re not as famous as the shop down 
the way. ¥ ey do better business than 
you, I should know.
S: Moved on, sorry?
B: Has she passed on?
S: Yeah, she’s de� nitely passed on, but she 
hasn’t… – y’know12 – she hasn’t...
B: So, she has died but her spirit...
S: ...moved on, that’s the problem.
B: Uh huh, her spirit has not moved on 
with her.
S: No.
B: I see. So, the body is gone, but the spirit 
talks to you.

319 give me a break – cut me some slack, stop 
irritating me for a moment 

320 to smash – break, wreck

321 to have nothing to do with (have-had-had) – 
be unrelated to 

322 séance – rite supposedly to contact 

spirits
323 to move on – (in this context) migrate to the 

spirit world 

Woody Allen: providing inspiration
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M: This guy doesn’t believe you.
B: OK.
M: I’m gonna42 collect up every one 
of these single potions and they’re 
gonna42 be on the f loor in a minute.
B: Let me ask you something.
S: Yeah.
B: Saul, because we have lots of 
potions.
S: I’ll be moving on myself if she 
doesn’t quit324.
B: Alright, let me try to help you.
M: One…
B: What is it that you’re looking 
for313? A potion…
S: Yeah.
B: …that will assist325 your mother to 
move on?
M: Two… there’s going to be an 
almighty326 explosion in a moment.
S: Anything that will get rid of303 this 
bad spirit from my head.
B: OK, I understand.
M: When the explosion comes there 
will be no more.
B: Let me ask you. Do you want her to 
have pain?
M: Three…
S: She is the mother of all spirits. I 
just…
M: Four…
S: Just get… I mean2, she’s….
M: I’m ready for smashing.
B: Is it…
S: She’s gonna42 wreck327 your shop, 
you know that?
B: Saul, Saul, Saul…
S: She’s talking about wrecking the 
shop and I’ve seen her do it before. I 
mean2, she is out of control.
M: Ready?
B: There’s no one physically here, 
Saul. 
S: God almighty!
B: I think the voices are really more in 
your head than…
S: I wish that was true.
B: …than real.
S: I wish that was true. I mean2…
M: [She smashes320 a cup].
B: But if you… if…
S: Did you not… you see what I mean? 
She just55 broke something. She just 
broke that cup.
B: Yes, how did that happen?
S: It’s all just3 – y’know12 – I don’t 

know how she does it, but she’s...
B: But Saul there are no such thing as 
real spirits, Saul.
S: ... a disaster travelling around me 
all the... I’m sorry, Ben, but I’m telling 
you. Right here.
B: OK.
S: You just55 saw it.
B: I have just249 the thing for you. I 
know just249 the thing. You’re looking 
for a little bottle with a potion inside 
that once you drink it the spirit moves 
on. Is that right?
S: That would be... yeah, that would 
be great, that’d be great.
B: OK, I’ve got just249 the thing for 
you.
S: It’s like – y’know12 – it’s like trying 
to... I need to get rid of303 her like a 
bad smell, you know what I’m saying?
B: I hear you.
S: You know when you go out at night 
and you come back home and your 
jacket’s smelling like cigar smoke?
B: Yes, I know exactly what you mean, 
Saul.
S: That’s it, but multiply that by a 
thousand to infinity and that’s what 
I’m...
B: But this potion will do the trick328. 
This is 17.95. It’s good for two 
treatments. That’s all you’ll need.
S: 17.95!
B: One usually does it. If you take the 
second treatment you will absolutely 
be rid of this... this noise, this extra... 
I don’t know what you’d like to call 
it... this extra interference that you’re 
receiving inside your head.
S: Well, 17.95. Mom, what do you think 
about that? Is that too expensive?
M: He’s a shyster329. I’m coming for 
him next.
B: Who are you speaking to? Are you 
talking to your mother?
S: Mom, 17.95, that’s a bit much.
B: Saul?
S: I’ll tell you what. Why don’t we go 
get something to eat and talk about it?
B: Saul...
S: I’m hungry.
B: ...do you want the bottle or?
M: Let’s go get something to eat. Mr 
Ben I’m coming for you next.
B: Saul, are you leaving?
S: I’m pretty330 hungry.

B: But didn’t you ask for the potion?
M: Bye-bye.
B: Saul! Saul! I though you...
S: So, do you wanna46 go to that cafe, 
mom, we went to last time?
M: Sure. There’s15 some nice girls in 
there.
B: Oh, well. ●

15Picture 
Description 

 (3m41s)

Commentary: Look at the two 
photographs on p. 42. 
Examiner: Could you compare and 
contrast them, please?
Examinee: Erm… OK. I guess58 from 
a first impression looking at them 
straightaway331, one of the things 
that jumps out at332 me immediately 
is the contrast in colour. The picture 
of the woman sitting down is 
predominately red and the picture of 
the square with all of the banners or 
f lags with the pagoda at the back is… 
is predominately – kind of22 – blue, 
owing to333 the two rows334 of pale and 
dark blue f lags going right335 down 
the centre. Also the photograph of 
the woman obviously is focusing and 
centring on a person, an individual 
person and, although on either side 
of the photograph you see pictures of 
crowds336 or groups of people, your 
focus is on this one person. Whereas337 
the other photograph is obviously 
a square, a large square which has 
been… which has… they have created 
a... sort of43 – a thoroughfare338 
or an avenue using these f lags on 
either side and without focusing 
on one person in particular you’re 
looking at a group of people who are 
obviously travelling towards339 the 
building at the end which must be of 
some sort45 of national, cultural or 
historical importance. It could even 
be the Forbidden City; I’m not sure 
where exactly this photograph is. 
It’s obviously China from what I can 
see. And also the woman in… sitting 
on her own is obviously wearing 
a very traditional Chinese dress 
with a headdress340 as well13 and a 

324 to quit – stop 
325 to assist – ( false friend) help 
326 almighty – enormous, tremendous 
327 to wreck sth. – destroy sth. 
328 to do the trick (do-did-done) – solve the problem 
329 shyster – s.o. who uses unscrupulous methods 

330 pretty (adv.) – reasonably, quite 
331 straightaway – immediately 
332 to jump out at s.o. – be immediately obvious 

to s.o. 
333 owing to – due to, because of 
334 row – line, sequence, series 

335 right – (in this context) all the way 
336 crowd – multitude 
337 whereas – by contrast 
338 thoroughfare – road 
339 towards – in the direction of 
340 headdress – head covering 
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white scarf341 and there are some 
ornaments… sort of43 – tassels342 on 
either side of her and obviously she’s 
sitting in what could’ve been a royal 
or… I guess58 royal maybe or certainly 
an important… what’s the word?343... 
kind25 of seat, well, it’s a more than a 
seat, it’s got a kind25 of small enclosure 
around it as well13. So, that would 
be my – kind of22… that’s what 
really stands out344 for me in both 
photographs.
Examiner: Can you think of a 
country that has managed to 
maintain its traditions while 
developing economically?
Examinee: Well, I guess58 
speaking about China that would 
be definitely a country which 
is surprisingly advanced and 
economically booming345. It’s got a 
huge49 population so, but obviously 
the traditions in China have 
remained346 strong, which I guess58 
could be partly to do with the 
political situation in China where 
they have – kind of22… it’s been a 
bit of a juxtaposition of two things 
which is – kind of22 – like adapting 
or accepting a capitalist – kind of22 
– form of economic development 

341 scarf (plural ‘scarves’) –
342 tassels – identical 

decorative bits of 
cord that hang off 

clothing 
343 ‘throne’
344 to stand out (stand-stood-stood) – be 

noticeable 

345 to boom – prosper, f lourish 
346 to remain – continue to be, stay 
347 roots-based tradition – well-rooted tradition,  

well- established customs

 ‘scarves’) –

plus maintaining their very roots-
based traditions347 and way of life. 
So, another country perhaps could be 
Ireland, which also had boomed345 
economically in the last few years while 
maintaining a strong traditional focus, 
in fact, using that national identity 
and tradition as one of the basis of its 
economic development. ●

16Key Words  
 (2m04s)

Commentary: In the magazine the 
most diª  cult words are printed in green 
phrases. ¥ ese are grouped together here 
and on p. 42. Listen to them and then 
practise repeating the sentences.  ●


